Isolation of Murray Valley encephalitis virus from the brains of three patients with encephalitis.
Murray Valley encephalitis virus was isolated from the brains of three patients who died from encephalitis during the 1974 epidemic. Isolation of the virus from autopsy material was successful when death occurred within two weeks of the onset of illness; however, no isolations were made from specimens collected before death or from autopsy material obtained from patients who died more than two weeks after the onset of symptoms. The virus was recovered most frequently in embryonated eggs, but two strains were isolated in cell culture.